
For our growth groups 
OPENER:  What stood out from the parable of the soils? How have you seen these 
responses to the gospel in your experience?   
 
EXPLORE: Read Mark 4:21-25 

1. What do you do with a lamp and why? Given that vs23 repeats vs9, what is it 
that Jesus wants ‘brought out in the open, and why? 

 
 

2. What is Jesus’ warning and promise to us about the way we hear? (vs23-25). 
How does it relate to the parable of the soils? 

 
 
EXPLORE: Read Mark 4:26-32 

3. Describe in your own word or draw the 2 parables (vs26-29; 30-32) to notice 
the details. 

 
 

4. In the first parable, what is surprising about the way God’s kingdom grows? 
Who is responsible for it? Why is that important for disciples to remember? 
 

 
5. In the second parable, what does the kingdom look like at first? In what way will 

it change? Where are we in the timeline of this parable? How does knowing the 
end change our perspective on the present? 

 
 
PONDER 

6. How well would you say you are ‘hearing’ God’s word at the present time 
(privately give yourself a score out of 10). What things are hindering you that 
need to change? What things are helping that you wish to continue or develop? 

 
 

7. What things concerning God’s Kingdom, and your place in it have you been 
reminded of through Jesus’ teaching? 

 
 
 
PRAY 
For a heart that is soft to God’s Word. Pray for God’s Kingdom to grow through the 
sowing of God’s word by God’s people. Pray for your 3 friends who need to hear the 
gospel!  
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Mark 4:1   Again vhe began to teach beside the sea. And a very large crowd 
gathered about him, wso that he got into a boat and sat in it on the sea, 
and the whole crowd was beside the sea on the land. 2 And xhe was 
teaching them many things in parables, and in his teaching he said to 
them: 3 “Listen! yBehold, a sower went out to sow. 4 And as he sowed, 
some seed fell along the path, and the birds came and devoured it. 5 
Other seed fell on rocky ground, where it did not have much soil, and 
immediately it sprang up, since it had no depth of soil. 6 And zwhen the 
sun rose, it was scorched, and since it had no root, ait withered away. 7 
Other seed fell among bthorns, and the thorns grew up and choked it, 
and it yielded no grain. 8 And other seeds fell into good soil and 
produced grain, growing up and increasing and yielding thirtyfold and 
sixtyfold and ca hundredfold.” 9 And he said, d“He who has ears to hear, 
let him hear.” 
 
Mark 4:10   And ewhen he was alone, those around him with the twelve 
asked him about the parables. 11 And he said to them, f“To you has been 
given gthe secret of the kingdom of God, but for hthose outside everything 
is in parables, 12 iso that 
  “‘they jmay indeed see but not perceive, 
  and may indeed hear but not understand, 
  lest they kshould turn and be forgiven.’” 
 
Mark 4:13   lAnd he said to them, “Do you not understand this parable? 
How then will you understand all the parables? 14 mThe sower sows nthe 
word. 15 And these are the ones along the path, where the word is sown: 
when they hear, Satan immediately comes and takes away the word that 
is sown in them. 16 And these are the ones sown on rocky ground: the 
ones who, when they hear the word, immediately receive it owith joy. 17 
And they have no root in themselves, but pendure for a while; then, when 
tribulation or persecution arises on account of the word, immediately 
qthey fall away.1 18 And others are the ones sown among thorns. They are 
those who hear the word, 19 but rthe cares of sthe world and tthe 
deceitfulness of riches and the desires for other things enter in and 
choke the word, and it proves unfruitful. 20 But those that were sown on 
the good soil are the ones who hear the word and accept it and ubear 
fruit, vthirtyfold and sixtyfold and a hundredfold.”  

Mark 4:1-20 outline 
Introduction: why such different responses to the gospel? 
 
The sower 
Mark 1:38, 3:14; Matthew 28:19-20 
 
 
The soils 

1. The path 
 
 
 

2. The rocky soil 
 
 
 
 

3. The thorny soil 
 
 
 
 

4. The good soil 
Mark 1:15 

 
 
 
 
The difference (vs9). 
 
 
 
 
 
A note on vs10-12 
Jesus teaches in parables, not to conceal God’s truth from all people for all time, but to 
achieve God’s purposes for salvation and judgement. 
In Isaiah’s day (Is 6:9-10 quoted in vs12), God’s people had become hard hearted and 
rebellious. So God decreed that generation would receive judgement – Isaiah’s message 
would be veiled so they would not turn back and God would not forgive – not until that 
judgment had taken place. 
Similarly, in Jesus’ ministry, those already hardened to God were kept from understanding 
Jesus’ message by Him using parables. Had they followed after Jesus they too could have 
received ‘the secrets of the kingdom’ (as disciples did in Jesus’ subsequent explanation). 
And yet their rejection ensured Jesus went to the cross to bring about God’s salvation. 
God’s Word does it’s work in salvation and judgement. 

 


